
 

   

 

   

 

 

 

   

November is World Prematurity Month 

 

 

 

November is World Prematurity Month 

During this month – World Prematurity Month – we take this time to recognize the work of our 

partners and the community to help improve maternal and infant birth outcomes in Ohio. While 

we acknowledge this work, we are reminded that we still have much to do to save the lives of 

Ohio mothers and infants and close the health equity gaps that contribute to maternal and infant 

deaths in the communities we serve.  

 



According to the recently released 2022 March of Dimes (MOD) report card, in 2021, there 

were 13,737 preterm births in Ohio; that means 1 in 10 babies (10.6% of live births) was born 

preterm in Ohio; earning Ohio a D+ on the 2022 MOD report card.   

  

 

 

“Although these numbers may be discouraging, this is also a wakeup call that we can't 

get complacent and need to see what other strategies we can employ to change these 

outcomes,” stated Kamilah Dixon, MD, MA, Vice Chair of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, The 

Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center.  

 

Further, the report indicates the health equity gap in our healthcare system is a significant 

contributor to this crisis. The MOD 2022 Report Card notes that in Ohio, the preterm rate among 

Black women is 51% higher than the rate among all other women.  

  

 

   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQ0bTLl2467Y-dMd0KsjHW6w1aRPfEqydS2ni7smlzSrrZ7nYNXWcYgoX2DL3WHynbHNzASiWU4ojHAd1RGPWp2QYvB1Vj-CElwwIVY5v_7fzj2kAe4uK66EmNoPhDsJfCn1sUDaOee_zuYfeWq-xFWbdwq7cbTzJnQ==&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQ0bTLl2467Y-dMd0KsjHW6w1aRPfEqydS2ni7smlzSrrZ7nYNXWcYgoX2DL3WHynbHNzASiWU4ojHAd1RGPWp2QYvB1Vj-CElwwIVY5v_7fzj2kAe4uK66EmNoPhDsJfCn1sUDaOee_zuYfeWq-xFWbdwq7cbTzJnQ==&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==


 

 

 

   

 

  

Prematurity is the Leading Cause of Death for Infants in Ohio 

  

Research notes that preterm birth and its complications are the largest contributors to infant 

death in the United States. Ohio is no different. The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) recently 

released the most current state data on infant mortality with its annual report. This report 

outlines infant mortality rates by a number of different measures including geography, race, 

ethnicity, and cause of death. The report states the leading causes of death for all infants in the 

state is prematurity-related conditions. In addition, racial disparities exist in the top causes of 

death. Compared to white babies, black babies were over three times more likely to die from 

prematurity related conditions.   

 

Just as telling is the data from the 2022 March of Dimes report card, indicating when causes of 

death related to preterm birth are grouped together, pre-term related causes account for the 

leading cause of infant deaths - 38.5% of infant deaths in Ohio.  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQyC3THN_6PFeXJ246iHJcczjCKrB_Yrd47j3M96ka38URe27sYDBRa1Pa-erSwQA_jvS_bRKal_N1v6GvVzHUvSURxdg_jOFTN82qEhsWzUKp8sCWQzqMremyKbTpt5VR9HEUZ93QorZdyuRlO2Uz1lyq3riJkk6XWK3Bf_ONxsyhlI1qxIXA7DiO5vvNrD57neX8BvvayhIff40d9W9Jyf91D6ikNl91cM7cRF9WsUzorlVajeFxVlhxRc8vKyC6AHrJnqT4zBCkSAgbEJH3k4KW-mm9pLWz3SOhEz8bT0IHEbXKvqd6db9SwSpJMTPeRjP12Myp7jt0u-7dwbmMpIp6znG0Rx8joANFHhwrHgLx2dc_sKFdmA9lcd86JJLwvyIqOinS4hcK8OLWh-NOsRal0DRcJz9yGA85IdjfiMbPP0uqAkjCKY=&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQyC3THN_6PFeJgMCHab0xZUxwtnyVkJ06EZlVkm7vuOTcBIXSdia3hHk__xI1-2eupYXR3238waz0MBwCoqLQPgm4da-v3whePgZDXLmyLbBmgCJc1FyJlBTXPmo_jDPVPtZO8aYpChkzMU8fuqozQ09y-NQDh3SE_vk_fcl-qohYd1vxSMoO3L4fpEhzALxiw==&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQ0bTLl2467Y-dMd0KsjHW6w1aRPfEqydS2ni7smlzSrrZ7nYNXWcYgoX2DL3WHynbHNzASiWU4ojHAd1RGPWp2QYvB1Vj-CElwwIVY5v_7fzj2kAe4uK66EmNoPhDsJfCn1sUDaOee_zuYfeWq-xFWbdwq7cbTzJnQ==&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==


 

 

When causes of death related to preterm birth are grouped together, preterm-related 

causes account for 38.5% of infant deaths in Ohio.  

 

 

  

Maternal HealthCARE Collaborative to Advance Racial Equity 

  

 

  

The national March of Dimes has 

highlighted that the United States is in the 

midst of a maternal health crisis, with Black 

people being three- to four-times more likely 

to die from pregnancy-related complications 

within a year of childbirth than their white 

counterparts.  

 

Addressing the health equity gap is 

critical to supporting maternal and infant 

health among Black families.  

 

As part of its efforts to improve maternal and 

infant birth outcomes among Black mothers and infants, the March of Dimes and the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), with an investment from United Healthcare 

Community & State, is piloting the Maternal HealthCARE Project with a small number of 

maternity care teams in Ohio and Tennessee. One of the participating sites, the women’s health 

leadership team at OhioHealth Grant Medical Center, noted:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The women’s health leadership team at OhioHealth Grant 

Medical Center is honored to collaborate on the Maternal 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQ0bTLl2467Y-REVrjtqIW5g1Cm7f86Xhs3eFGmnRzewLYO-5u5IegsUIaefmkLbhtb4RfBzXiwz7MOhQK5fcu7E85WuIVOYPB0XMv6OuS-RM&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==


 

 

HealthCARE Project; focusing on racial equities and the birthing 

process for all. We recognize the gap that exists in maternal 

outcomes for black birthing people and look forward to 

implementing processes that address these disparities. We aim to 

provide a safe place for all patients that we serve.”  

 

 

Our work continues And we thank all OPQC colleagues for your frontline efforts every day to 

improve care and outcomes for moms, babies, and families! We look forward to learning from 

this pilot program in the future. 

 

 

  

Pregnancy Risk Assessment Form **UPDATE** 

  

 

  

The Ohio Department of Medicaid’s Pregnancy 

Risk Assessment Form (PRAF) has a new platform 

and email address!  

 

Momsandbabies@medicaid.ohio.gov replaces 

progesterone_pip@medicaid.ohio.gov.   

 

In addition, the PRAF manual and videos have been 

updated to reflect the change in how users get access 

and log into PRAF 2.0.  

 

Access the updated manual here: 

https://progesterone.nurtureohio.com/media/PRAFProviderUserGuide10-1-22.pdf   

 

Access updated YouTube videos here: NurtureOhio Support - YouTube   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you for Making a Difference 

  

 

  

mailto:Momsandbabies@medicaid.ohio.gov
mailto:progesterone_pip@medicaid.ohio.gov
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQ0bTLl2467Y-WRPcwHtkMGecGlP3kEgixzH85lR_8Fvdicnwmebk6btqL_KppERNOSjA2avHyvJEW6ZilRAjDogd8uVr1IuxrIJG2hXI-FkHvBJ8eouKCXWUFY2qmxBHP0y2FbvaglgKDN9ziPeX_ZVaQaR7BrFjxQ==&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQ0bTLl2467Y-kgjpAV-yqjShb5FOXSkkuKqVAYn30822KM0ugq5x6rCQ_MuUWasOnqFOi6whRyj_Rc2SO0gnpaM9StBO9tp3ZoFQR_KgiYQ0cTisEdYk2cVhvpBLkF_rFYzwZgbxNIGr&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==


Thank you for your commitment to making a difference and continuing to support mothers, 

children and families. The last three years tested our resolve and yet, through it all - our health 

practitioners and those who support healthcare remained centered on meeting the needs of 

families. We are grateful for you and the work you do every day. 

 

We wish you and your families a restful and wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative | www.opqc.net 

 

 

 

   

 

     

 

http://www.opqc.net/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQyC3THN_6PFeuSJWtA36FQUC1eUy2ZjmZew89z_drjRCc1CDlmtxgs2goiSoS-2hhXc3bV9N1Vpzpaa0L8iOmZUPPdXSIJod0pqOxiumKOyD6OweRi3X_pMgvjFElLUpouKiJWgsXL8a&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q4uf6fXMlUWF3W9fyvBW9zwJl7meDUfrt8hGApwAoV2qesuBfC3LQyC3THN_6PFe77UQgRWhwD2nTBAQBX7cTtZgbS_wmxNDcUK5ZYfTeTtXNUnscyG5-CiL2BoaRIBO4cwNt2vUBFW85JCyqdh82A==&c=h6_beEURnNhZrEePpMc7QVLmX7gXpyibGIHU0EQ07dNaJZHeoTD0gg==&ch=jrz-9Yicjhyy5brsOtVPidXvXdeyUzRjgABnCw-I18OfGc6TszXH2A==

