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Syphilis Cases on the Rise in Ohio

Recent alerts from both the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and

the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) underscore a concerning national surge in

congenital syphilis cases, including in Ohio. Total syphilis cases in the state have
grown by 276%, climbing from 1,923 cases in 2018 to 5,306 cases in 2021.
Congenital Syphilis (CS) cases in Ohio have increased from 22 cases in 2018 to 93

cases in 2022, a spike of 423%.
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The implications of congenital syphilis are severe, potentially leading to a spectrum of
medical conditions such as low birth weight, long bone deformities, developmental
delays, prematurity, miscarriage, stillbirth and tragically, death.

“There are some key steps that healthcare providers can take to help reverse rising
syphilis cases in Ohio,” said Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Director Bruce
Vanderhoff, M.D., MBA. “Implement third trimester screening for syphilis for
pregnant individuals as a standard of care to prevent congenital syphilis.” While
Ohio law mandates syphilis screening at the first prenatal visit, it may not be sufficient for
those at increased risk. It is recommended that pregnant individuals be screened again
at 28 weeks’ gestation to identify and treat syphilis prior to delivery to prevent

congenital syphilis, and a final syphilis screening should be conducted at delivery.
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promote breastfeeding for mothers navigating Scan QR code
OUD challenges, how to improve access and to register for our
distribution of Narcan and the need for i :
continued support in the postpartum upcoming webinars
period. This team effort by OPQC and the
EMPOWER Project is designed to foster a
supportive and informed community dedicated
to the well-being of perinatal people with OUD
and their newborns.
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Representatives from OPQC attended the National Network of Perinatal
Quality Collaboratives Annual meeting, sponsored by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), held in Denver, Colorado,
December 5th and 6th.
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Marilyn Kasica, M.D., MPH, Executive Director, New York State Perinatal Quality
Collaborative; Stacy Scott, Ph.D., co-chair Ohio Collaborative to Prevent Infant Mortality,
Executive Director Baby 15 Network of Ohio and VP of Health Equity Innovation, National
Institute of Children’s Health Quality (NICHQ); Zsakeba Henderson, M.D., MPH, Senior Health
Advisor, NICHQ; and Carole Lannon, M.D., MPH, Collaborative Science Lead, Ohio Perinatal
Quality Collaborative.

Carole Lannon, M.D., MPH, presented in the opening plenary session,
"Resources for Addressing Perinatal Mental Health." During this session, she
shared insights from The American Board of Pediatrics Roadmap Project,
which focuses on addressing emotional health in parents.

Susan Ford MSN, PNP and Nichole Nidey Ph.D presented in a breakout
session, "Substance Use Disorder Initiatives" with representatives from the CDC
and the Colorado Perinatal Care Quality Collaborative. They discussed strategies
to improve care and outcomes for perinatal patients with substance use
disorders. “As we navigate challenges and continue efforts to improve perinatal
care, we know that, together, we can make a positive impact on the health and
well-being of our community,” noted Dr. Nidey.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0012w_sr9Hd9egrVyjHekF2iu468rmQBrivvxfEhrgkVoKCfhOrKrLIUnZ0UkkXx1yqBAmqA-stKVHKJzQGDQBhkPufOJaNfGQMDjue13g50-_1YSn82GXUjkkgqOVAArAguHHsMPK1MVKeTBTZFtlu3-qZEq2VvSFBhuJBA19dqss%3D%26c%3DNc5SPoW4OypDBrVsbQJkzLEFFBmt5doetS8k4q6xt8y0e4_XL1llVw%3D%3D%26ch%3DFCdyMeYH-9UBRpfY8qrqqq_hOFZgndhNaRxrRYQ3lo6yy-twK1_7eQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen.hale%40cchmc.org%7Cf8e52fe13861480b465408dbf68da1c5%7C680254d4278b4aa1aca8c2600f79c533%7C0%7C0%7C638374860423038524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HyztpcaRueVhC4%2B%2FxWzKKsTmtZpXtOiIr1Vvwj%2FaVU0%3D&reserved=0

OPQC at the ACOG, Ohio OPQC at the IHI

Section Annual Meeting Annual Forum

Drs. Kamilah Dixon and Mona Prasad The Institute for

will provide an update about current Healthcare will host
OPQC activities at the ACOG, Ohio an invitational meeting
Section Annual Meeting on December 11 at its annual
December 7. Forum: “Effective

Approaches to Reduce
Postpartum Morbidity and
Mortality,” with a focus on
health equity.
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